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THE  LITTLE  RIFT, 

"'Tis  the  little  rift  within  the  lute, 
That  by  and  by  will  make  the  music  mute, 
And,  ever  widening,  slowly  silence  all." 

— Merlin  and  Vivian. 

It  was  June  in  old  Virginia,  and  the  merry  party  up  at 
Elmwood  were  enjoying  the  idle  June  days. 

"Where  are  all  the  others  ?"  asked  Edith,  as  she  and  Polly 
came  up  the  flowered  walk. 

"In-doors  asleep,  of  course.  This  is  the  sleepiest  crowd  I 
ever  saw.  It's  do-as-you-please  here,  and  every  one  is  pleased  to 
sleep  from  three  until  dinner.  But  don't  go  in,  and  join  the 
sleepers  until  I  have  asked  you  a  question,"  said  Polly,  as  she 
sat  down  in  the  easiest  chair  on  the  veranda.  "Why  did  Eustace 
Trent  leave  this  morning?"  continued  Polly. 

"Polly,  you  never  ask  silly  questions.  You  no  doubt  saw 
what  T  had  hoped  no  one  would  see,  but  your  eyes  are  too 
keen,  my  child.  I  suppose  Mr.  Trent  left  because  he  didn't 
want  to  stay  longer. 

"But  why  should  he  want  to  go  right  at  the  best  of  the  sea- 
son ?"  persisted  Polly. 

"Dear,  you  have  missed  your  calling;  I  see  that  plainly. 
How  you  could  have  cross-examined  criminals!  You  have  a 
faculty,  my  dear  Polly,  of  making  people  tell  you  things  against 
their  will," 
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"Last  night,"  continued  Edith,  "Eustace  Trent  spent  two 
hours  and  thirty-seven  minutes  trying  to  tell  me  why  I  should 
marry  him,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  I  said  the  very  same 
things  that  I  said  when  he  began. 

"He  said  he  would  leave  here  this  morning,  and  I  would 
never  see  him  again.  Oh !  he  said  a  lot  of  things  he  really 
didn't  mean.  In  six  months  he  will  marry  Alice  Morris,  for 
she's  in  love  with  him  now.  If  I  had  him  in  one  of  my  stories, 
he  would  end  that  way  anyhow." 

"Now,  why  did  I  refuse  Eustace  Trent,  the  beau  ideal,  the 
best  catch  we  know,  Ihe  man  every  girl  in  our  set  would  have 
taken  at  the  dropping  of  a  hat?  I  see,  the  question  simply 
trembling  to  be  asked,  so  out  with  it,  Polly." 

"I  refused  Mr.  Trent  because  I  didn't  love  him,  Polly,  a.ad 
I  do  love  some  one  else." 

Polly  began  to  speak,  but  Edith  interrupted  her. 

"Oh,  Polly!  let  me  talk!  I've  kept  it  to  myself  so  long!  I 
I  can't  keep  it  to  myself  any  longer." 

"We  were  children  together;  he  was  my  little  sweetheart. 
He  went  to  his  College,  and  I  went  to  mine.  After  four  years 
we  met  again,  only  to  find  that  we  were  sweethearts  still,  and 
that  the  boy  and  girl  love  had  deepened  into  something  stronger, 
truer.  We  became  engaged,  and  he  went  West  to  carve  out  a 
fortune. 

"Although  I  missed  him  very  much,  I  didn't  mind  it  very 
much,  as  his  letters  were  bright  and  hopeful,  and  I  was  busy 
with  my  work. 

"He  had  been  West  six  months,  and  was  coming  home  in 
June — this  June,  Polly — when  came  the  little  rift,  or  I  thought 
it  so  at  first,  but  it  has  widened. 

"You  remember  when  Jan,  Myra  and  I  went  to  the  Chand- 
ler's for  a  week  in  mid-winter  ?     Of  course  you  do. 

"One  afternoon,  when  all  but  Myra  and  myself  had  gone 
sleighing,  I  wrote  to  Phil. 

"When  I  had  finished  my  letter,  Myra  came  into  my 
room,  and  saw  the  envelope.  She  took  it  up,  saying:  "Oh! 
writing  to  Phil  ?  I  believe  I  will  drop  him  a  note  in  yours. 
May  I? 

"My  letter  was  finished  the  same  time  as  her  note,  which  she 
handed  to  me,  saying,  'I  told  him  how  you  were  capturing  all 
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the  men,  and  if  I  didn't  know  how  'ace-high'  he  was,  I  wonld 
warn  him  to  get  jealons.' 

"I  slipped  it  into  the  envelope  with  mine,  and  asked  her 
to  mail  it  for  me,  as  I  had  a  headache  and  wished  to  lie  down. 

"Polly,  I  have  never  heard  from  Phil  since  then.  When  I 
came  back  to  town  I  expected  a  letter,  but  none  came.  I  wrote 
and  asked  why,  but  received  no  reply.  Several  weeks  later  I 
wrote  again,  and  there  was  still  no  reply.  My  pride  'rose  in 
arms,  and  I  have  let  Phil  alone  since. 

"I  am  glad  I  have  told  you,  dear,  for  your  sympathy  has 
taken  some  of  the  load  off. 

"Have  you  seen  this  month's  'Cavalier  V  I  think  it  came  out 
yesterday.  The  publisher  asked  me  for  a  love  story,  and  be- 
cause my  every  thought  is  Phil's,  I  could  write  only  of  him. 
So  T  wrote  them  the  whole  story  of  our  love,  with  its  ending, 
Polly,  just  as  I've  told  it  to  you.  Phil's  picture  was  above  my 
desk  as  I  wrote,  and  I  wrote  my  very  heart  out.  Here  it  is — 
it's  'The  Heart  That  Once  Truly  Loves  Never  Forgets.'  Read 
it  dear.  Now,  you  have  heard  my  pitiful  little  story,  and  I 
think  I'll  go  in  and  join  the  sleepers." 

CHAPTER  II. 

In  the  far  West,  far  from  Edith  Gordan,  Philip  Wallace  sat, 
thinking  of  home  in  old  Virginia,  of  Edith,  and  all  that  might 
have  been. 

Philip  had  gone  to  make  a  name  for  himself  in  the  growing 
AVest,  and  he  had  succeeded. 

News  from  the  East  was  scarce.  Edith  was  no  longer  his, 
and,  beginning  to  despair,  he  almost  decided  to  give  up  the 
whole  thing  and  go  farther  West,  and  turn  his  back  on  the  East 
forever. 

Up  the  road  his  partner,  Jack  Durden,  a  typical  Westerner, 
rode. 

"Gee!  but  it's  hot!"  was  his  greeting,  as  he  dismounted  and 
came  up  to  Phil.  "Been  for  the  mail.  No  letters  for  you. 
Only  a  bunch  of  magazines.  Say,  Phil,  no  one  but  a  'dainty' — 
Jack's  name  for  all  Eastern  men — would  hav^  magazines  sent  to 
him  out  here,  fifteen  miles  from  a  railroad.       And  say,"  con- 
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tinued  Jack,  "I  saw  old  man  Jim  Smithers  up  at  Cheepunck, 
and  closed  that  deal  with  him,  and  now,  dad  burn  it,  with  the 
land  in  our  possession,  we'll  make  those  up-county  men  smoke. 
They've  got  to  have  the  land,  and  must  pay  our  price  for  it. 
Where  would  you  and  this  shack  be,  if  wasn't  for  'yours  truly' 
to  take  a  hand  in  affairs  ?"  and  Jack  gave  Phil  a  slap  on  the 
back,  and  went  on  telling  him  "up-county  news." 

"  Jack,"  said  Phil,  after  the  two  men  had  finished  their  business 
prospects,  "we've  done  well  here,  and  I  like  the  place,  but  I 
have  a  restless  spirit.  I  want  to  get  farther  away — to 
go  over  in  the  mountain,  and  stay  there.  You  know  I  have  no 
home — no  ties.  In  all  the  East  there  is  no  one  who  would  wel- 
come me  back,  except  a  few  old  college  mates,  and  they  would 
hardly  care,"  and  Phil's  voice  broke  as  even  strong  men's 
voices  sometimes  break. 

"Old  partner,"  Phil  went  on,  "when  I  came  out  here  it  was 
to  make  enough  for  a  little  girl  down  East.  Oh,  Jack,  such  a 
dear  little  girl ! — the  most  glorious  girl  in  the  world  !  We  were 
everything  to  each  other,  but  I  was  such  a  dog-gone  penniless 
beggar  we  had  to  wait.  I  had  this  great  West  before  me  to 
make  a  success  in,  and  she  believed  in  me,  so  I  came  out 
here.  The  first  six  months  out  here — well,  you  know  all 
about  them,  Jack  Durden — how  we  both  worked  early  and 
late,  and  how  my  whole  heart  was  in  the  work.  Then  one 
day  there  was  a  letter,  quite  a  short  one,  from  Edith,  saying 
she  hadn't  time  to  write  then,  but  would  do  so  later,  and  in- 
closed in  it  was  a  letter  from  one  of  Edith's  friends,  I  thought 
it  a  part  of  Edith's  letter  at  first — their  handwriting  is  very 
similar.  This  other  girl,  Myra  Long,  wrote  of  Edith's  en- 
gagement to  a  John  Dupont,  as  though  I  knew  all  about  it. 
She  went  on  to  say  what  a  splendid  catch  he  was,  and  how 
Edith  was  the  envy  of  every  girl.  She  finished  her  letter  with 
an  apology  for  so  much  gossip,  but  said  it  was  such  a  dull  noon 
she  wanted  to  kill  time.  Jack,  the  night  I  got  that  letter  was  the 
saddest  I  ever  spent,  but,  through  it  all,  I  felt  there  must  be 
some  mistake.  I  wrote  to  Edith.  ~No  reply  came.  1  wrote 
again,  thinking,  poor  fool  that  I  was,  she  didn't  get  my  first 
letter.  Yet  no  reply  to  the  second.  Finally,  T  wrote  to 
an  old  friend  of  mine,  and  asked  him,  in  a  casual  way,  when 
Edith  Gordon  and  John  Dupont  were  to  be  married.     I  heard 
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from  him  in  a  few  weeks.  He  said  Dupont  had  been  very 
attentive  to  Miss  Gordon  all  winter,  and  it  was  reported  that 
they  were  to  be  married  in  June — this  month,  Jack.  I'm  at 
the  end  of  my  story,  Jack,  and  now  yon  see  what  the  East 
holds  for  me.     Edith  is  another  man's  wife. 

After  a  silence,  which  Jack  felt  hard  to  break,  he  asked: 
"Did  yon  ever  hear  anything  more  from  the  girl  that  wrote  yon 
about  it?" 

"Yes ;  a  while  afterwards  she  wrote  me  I  had  been  very 
"naughty"  not  to  answer  her  letter,  and  a  lot  of  other  twaddle, 
but  nothing  more  of  Edith. 

"It  was  strange  she  should  have  been  the  one  to  have  written 
me  of  Edith's  engagement.  She  was  quite  angry  with  me  the 
last  time  I  saw  her.  You  see,  quite  a  long  time  ago,  she  and 
I  had  a  summer  flirtation,  and  she  has  never  liked  me  since. 
For  six  months  I  have  tried  to  put  Edith  from  me,  but,  Jack, 
I  love  her  still." 

"Phil,  old  boy,  cheer  up!  I  don't  believe  its  quite  as  bad 
as  you  think  it  is.  Get  a  good  night's  rest — you've  been  hard 
at  work  all  day.      To-morrow  things  may  look  brighter.". 

"Xot  now,  Jack,  I'll  look  over  these  magazines  awhile,  and 
then  turn  in." 

Jack  had  been  off  into  dreamland  some  time,  when  he  felt 
a  shake — such  a  shake ! — and  heard  Phil  stumbling  about  the 
room.  When  he  had  fully  come  to  his  senses,  it  was  to  see 
Phil  in  the  middle  of  the  room,  stamping  clothes  into  his  trunk, 
and  three  shirts  and  a  shaving  mug  under  his  arm. 

"Oh  !  wake  up  Jack  !  I  am  going  back !.  I  am  going  East — 
the  dear  old  East — she  loves  me,  Jack.  Here,  help  mo  pack ! 
Don't  stand  there,  man  !  Did  you  hear  me  say,  'She  loves  me  V 
There,  read  it,  Jack — it's  in  the  magazine  you  brought  me! 
She  wrote  it,  Jack.  It's  her  story — our  story,  old  boy,  and  I'm 
going  back — I'm  going  East,  I  say.  Here,  put  this  in !  Don't 
think  me  in  a  daze,  old  man,  but,  Jack,  she  loves  me !" 

Ethyt.  Stratton  McCtjkdy,  Alpha. 
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CHRISTMASTIDE, 

See  the  shepherds  on  the  hillside, 

And  the  dozing  flocks  nearby! 

Soon  both  men  and  beasts  are  looking 

At  a  lustre  in  the  sky, 

At  a  star  so  wondrons  bright, 

Glorions  messenger  of  light — - 

At  a  lustre  in  the  sky, 

As  they  gaze  in  silent  awe, 
Whispers  come  from  np  above ; 
Whispers  telling  joyful  tidings, 
Telling  of  God's  wondrous  love. 
The  shepherds  listen  and  rejoice, 
Listen  to  the  heavenly  voice, 
Telling  of  God's  wondrous  love. 

The  whispers  that  the  shepherds  heard, 
Are  descending  for  us  still ; 
And  down  through  all  the  ages  comes: 
"Peace  on  earth,  to  men  good  will." 
We  listen  now,  'tis  Christmastide, 
And  hear  the  voice  on  every  side : 
''Peace  on  earth,  to  men  good  will." 

"  __/.  w .  G.  Delta. 


THE  VANITY  OF  AN  IDEAL, 

"Madam,  I  have  brought  your  coffee."  In  response  to  these 
words  of  the  little  maid,  there  was  a  rumpling  of  bed-clothes,  a 
languid  sigh,  and    the  beautiful   Mrs.   Dartleton  awoke. 

"Mr.  Dartleton  requested  me  to  say  that  he  was  compelled  to 
hurry  down  town  earlier  than  usual  this  morning." 

There  was  nothing  extraordinary  in  this  intelligence,  so  Mrs. 
Dartleton  made  no  reply.  Her  husband,  from  all  that  she  could 
learn  of  him,  had  always  been  the  first  to  take  his  seat  on  the 
Exchange.  This  soulless  custom  seemed,  to  her,  to  be  his  sole 
object  in  living.  And  as  she  gave  the  very  commonplace  matter 
a  second  thought,  she  admitted  to  herself  that  it  was  a  decidedly 
appropriate  custom  for  him.  Every  detail  of  Dartleton' s  person- 
ality was  in  harmony  with  the  monotonous  tape,  the  incessant  tel- 
egraph machine,  and  the  changing  market  quotations.  These 
points  in  Dartleton's  make-up  were  made  the  more  perceptible 
to  his  wife  by  the  contrast  in  their  respective  ages,  he  being  sixty- 
five,  she  twenty-five.  From  so  great  a  difference  in  their  ages, 
one  might  wonder  how  the  union  of  these  two  was  effected. 

Three  years  prior  to  the  time  of  which  I  write,  Richard  Dar- 
tleton, venerable  broker  of  Wall  street,  had  occasion  to  take  a  trip 
up  the  State  to  test  the  mortgage  on  a  piece  of  property.  While 
on  this  trip  he  met  his  wife,  who  was  then  simple  Sarah  Simpson. 
It  was  on  a  fresh  spring  day  that  he  first  saw  her.  She  was  assist- 
ing her  father  to  load  a  wagon  with  a  cereal — just  what  cereal  has 
no  importance  in  the  story.  As  he  stood  inspired  with  admiration 
by  her  youthful  beauty,  he  compared  her  with  Ruth,  Maud  Muller, 
and  many  other  female  harvesters  of  history  and  poetry.  It  was 
but  natural,  therefore,  that  three  months  later  a  marriage  was  con- 
summated; and  very  unnatural  that  three  months  later  still,  an 
estrangement  arose  between  Richard  Dartleton  and  his  beautiful 
wife.  From  the  unvarnished  beauties  of  nature  to  the  stilted  ele- 
gance of  a  city  mansion,  completely  changed  Mrs.  Dartleton.  She 
began  to  read  French  novels;  she  began  to  dream — idealistic 
dreams — those  that  expand  into  regal  courts  or  diminish  into 
fairy  grottoes,  just  as  the  mood  might  seize  her,  and  as  her  wealth, 
leisure  and  beauty  could  condone.  She  became  pensive.  People 
made  whispered  remarks.  And  in  this  state  Mrs.  Dartleton  re- 
mained. 

The  coffee  and  crackers  disposed  of,  the  maid  departed  with  the 
tray.  Once  more  alone,  Mrs.  Dartleton,  with  a  suppleness  worthy 
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of  a  Sylph,  swung  her  deft  limbs  over  the  couch,  and  with  many 
glances  over  her  shoulder  into  a  mirror  to  admire  the  curves  of 
her  Junoesque  back,  began  to  dress.  She  had  no  sooner  donned 
a  delicate  morning-gown  than  the  door  again  opened,  and  the  maid 
re-entered,  this  time  with  a  card.  Mrs.  Dartleton  glanced  at  the 
card,  and  a  blush — such  a  one  as  might  be  engendered  by  a  life 
in  the  fields — surcharged  her  pretty  face.  "Tell  him  I  shall  be 
down  in  a  few  minutes/' 

Beyond  a  look  into  her  mirror,  a  touch  of  powder,  a  smoothing 
of  eye-brows,  Mrs.  Dartleton  wasted  no  time  on  her  toilet,  but 
hastened  downstairs  to  meet  her  caller. 

Ronald  Hodgeman,  the  caller,  was  not  unpleasant  to  the  eye — 
that  is,  he  was  well  dressed,  and  his  hair  and  beard  were  always 
carefully  looked  after.  And  then,  he  was  indolent  in  his  move- 
ments, and  his  eyes  had  a  stupid,  drooping  shape,  which  caused 
women  to  think  of  him  as  aesthetic.  His  customary  smile 
was  wanting  on  this  particular  morning,  and  there  was  a  seam  in 
his  forehead.  He  sat  looking  on  the  floor,  and  jerking  his  mous- 
tache, impatient   for   Mrs.    Dartletons   appearance. 

He  had  not  long  to  nurse  his  impatience  before  she  bounded 
into  the  room,  exclaiming:  "Ah,  Ronald,  you  must  excuse  me. 
You  see,  I  am  en  deshabille." 

He  rose  in  his  wearied  manner,  and  took  her  hand  in  his.  "You 
are  always  perfect  in  my  eyes  !" 

"But  you  are  earlier  in  your  visit  to-day,"  said  she,  as  they 
seated  themselves  on  a  sofa. 

"Sarah/'  he  began,  the  seam  in  his  forehead  broadening,  "I'm 
worried — awfully  worried." 

"I  thought  nothing  could  annoy  you  as  long  as — well,  it's  need- 
less to  say" — she  broke  off. 

"Yes — yes,  we  love  each  other;  we  are  each  other's  affinity — 
each  other's  ideal  !  Our  love  transcends  the  ordinary  sensation  of 
people  in  general,"  he  broke  forth. 

"We  are  linked  together  body  and  soul;"  this  she  almost 
breathed. 

"And,"  he  continued,  "it's  our  love  that  troubles  me."  Seeing 
that  she  was  about  to  speak,  he  went  on.  "Listen  to  reason,  as 
I've  listened  to  my  conscience.  Dartleton  brought  me  into  this 
house  as  his  club  friend.  It  was  not  just  to  him  that  I  should 
have  fallen  in  love  with  you." 

"Not  just  to  him  !"  she  exclaimed,  her  emotion  arising.  "What 
had  he  to  do  with  it  ?  It  was  fate  alone  that  decreed  we  should 
meet  and  love,  despite  conventionalities,  and  all  else !" 
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"But  not  despite  the  obligations  of  friendship  and  hospitality," 
he  replied.     "But  what's  to  be  done?" 

"I  propose  that,  instead  of  continuing  in  this  way,  I  confess 
all  to  Dartleton.  He  is  sensible,  and  may,  perhaps,  grant  you  a 
separation.     Then  we  will  belong  to  each  other  unto  eternity!" 

"Ronald/'  she  cried,  beaming  with  soulful  exultation,  "you  are 
more  than  ever  my  ideal !  But  have  you  the  courage  to  confront 
my  husband  on  such  a  subject?  He  may  never  become  reconciled 
to  you  \" 

"I  shall  at  least  have  the  satisfaction  of  having  been  above  de- 
ception V 

At  this  moment  a  carriage  was  heard  to  stop  outside  and  a 
door  slam.  These  two,  who,  by  this  time  were  clasping  each 
other's  hands,  and  looking  into  each  other's  eyes,  rose,  as  if  from 
intuition  of  danger.  She  crossed  to  the  window,  pulled  aside  the 
curtains,  and  looked  out. 

"Why,  it's  Dartleton  himself !  I  wonder  what  brings  him  home 
at  this  hour  \" 

"The  most  opportune  hour  for  us.  You  leave  the  room.  IT1 
remain  on  the  pretext  of  awaiting  him.  It's  a  splendid  opportu- 
nity for  my  confession.     The  sooner  I'm  over  with  it,  the  better." 

"Ronald,  my  ideal,  be  brave !"  and  with  this  she  swept  out  of 
the  room,  for  already  Dartleton  had  entered  the  front  door. 

"Ah,  you  here?  Good!"  exclaimed  Dartleton  in  his  abrupt  Wall 
street  accents,  as  he  caught  sight  of  Hodgeman,  and  came  into 
the  room. 

When  they  were  seated,  Hodgeman  began : 
•    "Dartleton,  you've   always  been    my   friend — that's    why    I've 
come" — 

"Yes,  yes,"  interrupted  Dartleton,  and  at  the  same  time  pulling 
from  his  pocket  several  slips  of  paper;  "you  want  a  loan.  I'll  let 
you  have  it.  But  first  help  me  to  straighten  out  something  here," 
and  he  indicated  the  slips  of  paper. 

"But  I  don't  want  a  loan,"  protested  Hodgeman. 

"An  extension  of  time  on  that  note,  then?  Oh,  that'll  be  all 
right.     Now,  come  help  me  with  these." 

"Pardon  me,  Dartleton,  but  I've  no  reference  to  a  note.  This 
is" — 

"A  mortgage,  then,  or  a  deed  of  trust  ?  It  doesn't  matter  which. 
Either'll  be  attended  to.  Only  help  me  with  these,"  and  he 
smoothed  out  the  slips  of  paper  on  his  knee. 

"I  want  to  confess,"  cried  Hodgeman,  in  a  despairing  effort  to 

be  heard — 
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"That  you've  let  a  note  go  to  protest,  eh  ?  Ah,  you  rascal !  But 
come  now;  be  good,  and  help  me  with  these." 

With  a  sigh  of  resignation,  Hodgeman  settled  back  in  his  chair. 
"I'm  listening." 

"Good !"  and  with  the  precision  of  a  paying-teller,  Dartleton 
began  assorting  the  slips  of  paper.  "This  first  paper/'  he  began, 
"is  of  small  importance.  It's  merely  an  itemized  account  from 
Macys,  for  goods  bought  by  Mrs.  D.  Such  stuff  as  women  wear, 
you  know — frocks,  frills  and  furbelows,  etc.  It  amounts  to  thirty 
five  hundred  dollars." 

Hodgeman  started  as  if  an  electric  current  had  charged  that  par- 
ticular part  of  the  chair  in  which  he  had  found  it  most  comfor- 
table to  sit. 

"But  here's  one,"  said  Dartleton,  replacing  in  his  pocket  the 
paper  from  which  he  had  just  been  reading,  and  taking  up  another, 
"I  can't  decipher.  You're  a  French  student,  so  translate  it  for  me. 
I  want  to  straighten  out  these  little  matters.  They're  more  trouble 
than  the  big  ones." 

Hodgeman  took  the  paper,  and,  after  looking  at  it  for  a  moment, 
said:  "It's  from  Madame  Coutouriere,  modiste,  rue  Dantin, 
Paris,  and  is  about  some  more  of  those  frill,  frocks,  etc.,  all  of 
which  amounts  to  five  thousand  francs,  equivalent,  in  our  money, 
to  one  thousand  dollars." 

"She  has  rather  steep  dress-maker's  bills,  eh?" 

"Unpardonably  steep !"  replied  Hodgeman.  Then  he  passed  on 
to  the  next  slip  of  paper.  "This  is  from  a  delicacy-preserving  es- 
tablishment. It  amounts,  in  our  money,  to  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 
I  never  knew,"  he  continued,  laying  the  paper  aside,  "that  you  in- 
dulged in  delicacies. 

"I  don't;  that's  all  Mrs.  Dartleton's  bill." 

"Heavens !  what  a  gourmand  she  is !"  ejaculated  Hodgeman,  no 
longer  able  to  repress  his  contempt  for  a  woman,  whose  extrava- 
gance of  dress  was,  in  itself,  reprehensible  enough,  much  less  so 
voracious  an  appetite. 

"Yes,  she's  an  eater,"  came  coolly  from  Dartleton.  "And  now, 
old  man,  what  were  you  going  to  say  when  I  interrupted  you?" 

"I — I,"  stammered  Hodgeman,  "was  going  to  sympathize  with 
you  for  having  such  a  wife !" 

For  a  moment  the  two  men  stared  at  each  other,  the  one  full  of 
compassion  for  his  conjugally  unfortunate  brother,  the  other  un- 
decided whether  it  were  better  to  welcome  or  resent  the  last  re- 
mark. At  last,  with  one  bound,  as  if  yielding  to  an  impulse  which 
each  read  in  the  other's  mind,  they  fell  into  a  long  embrace. 
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Hodgeman  was  the  first  to  break  the  spell. 

"What  ever  induced  you  to  marry  her?" 

"There,  there  my  friend,"  went  on  Dartleton,  "I  thought  her  my 
ideal.  But  my  ideal  was  long  ago  shattered.  But  enough  of  this ! 
Such  matters  are  family  skeletons,  and  are  better  off  in  the  closet !" 
Then,  changing  his  tone:  "Wait  here  until  I  put  these  papers 
away,  and  we'll  have  a  cool  bottle  together.  I  have  only  one  ideal 
now,  and  that's  the  ideal  of  friendship,  which  you  embody."  With 
this  last  speech  Dartleton  left  the  room. 

Hodgeman  stood  as  one  in  a  stupor,  from  which  he  was 
aroused  by  the  entrance  of  Mrs.  Dartleton. 

She  was  flushed  and  excited. 

"I  saw  him  go  upstairs,  and  he  didn't  seem  at  all  annoyed.  Oh, 
Ronald,  I'm  so  glad  he  has  sympathy  enough  to  appreciate  a  love 
he  could  never  feel  himself !" 

Instead  of  replying,  Hodgeman  islightly  withdrew  from  her. 
Observing  the  change  in  his  manner,  she  crimsoned  deeply. 

"Ronald,  what  has  happened;  you  are  changed  toward  me!" 

In  the  coldest  tone  he  could  summon,  Hodgeman  replied : 

"Mrs.  Dartleton !"  At  the  sound  of  this  new  form  of  address, 
she  recoiled  from  him,  as  if  stung.  "We  should  both  realize  the 
mistake  we've  made,  and  it's  best  that  we  look  upon  our  past  ac- 
tions and  feelings  as  such  before  Dartleton  discovers  us." 

All  the  old  passion  froze  in  her  veins.  Instead  of  the  sensuous 
beauty  of  a  little  while  ago,  she  stood  transformed  into  a  cold,  im- 
passive figure. 

"So  this  is  the  man  whom  I  called  my  ideal — him  whom  I  would 
gladly  have  worshipped !  Bah !  I  thought  I  loved  you  a  moment 
ago,  I  despise  you  now !  I  wonder  I  could  ever  have  thought  I 
loved  you,"  and  the  last  words  she  almost  hissed  at  him. 

Here  a. maid  who  had  been  instructed  to  warn  her  of  the  ap- 
proach of  Dartleton,  stepped  into  the  door  at  Hodgeman's  back. 
Hodgeman  heard  the  maid,  but  did  not  turn.  Mrs.  Dartleton  mo- 
tioned to  the  maid,  and  the  maid  withdrew.  "Dartleton  is  here 
now.  I  shall  leave  you  with  him.  Good-bye,  forever,  I  hope !" 
And  with  all  the  grandeur  of  a  Cleopatra,  she  swept  out  of  the 
room. 

Hodgeman  stood  for  a  moment,  a  synical  smile  playing  round 
his  mouth,  then  turned  to  leave,  when,  standing  in  the  same  door  to 
which  he  had  heard  the  maid  come,  was  Dartleton,  holding  in  one 
hand  a  bottle  of  wine,  and  in  the  other  a  corkscrew.  A  cold  sen- 
sation traversed  Hodgeman's  spine,  and,  bowing  his  head  guiltily, 
he  said : 
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"So  it  was  you,  Dartleton,  who  came  to  that  door?" 

"Of  course ;  I  had  to  go  down  in  the  cellar  for  the  bottle.  This 
was  the  shortest  route  back  to  the  parlor." 

"And  you've  overheard  all !    Murder  will  out !" 

"X  don't  understand,"  said  Dartleton,  a  shade  of  wonderment 
overspreading  his  face. 

"Of  course,  you  don't.  I  hardly  understand  myself  how  I  could 
I  have  been  so  ungrateful  to  you!" 

"Ungrateful?"  asked  Dartleton. 

"Certainly.  You  have  the  right  to  consider  it  worse  than  un- 
grateful. I've  no  apology.  You  know  how  confoundedly  attract- 
ive your  wife  is — that  is,  until  she  spoils  it  all  by  her  peculiari- 
ties. My  feelings  were  honorable,  though.  I  thought  I  loved  her, 
and  she  me.     We  both  see  our  mstake  now." 

It  was  some  time  before  Dartleton  could  command  breath 
enough  to  speak. 

"And — and  you  say  you've  loved  my  wife,  or  at  least,  you've 
thought  you  did?" 

"Thunder !"  yelled  Hodgeman,  becoming  conscious  of  his  error ; 
"did  you  not  overhear  our  conversation  a  moment  ago?" 

"Not  a  word  of  it." 

"Damn  me !  what  an  awkward  ass  I  am !  Pardon  me,  Dartle- 
ton, but  I've  an  appointment."  He  grabbed  up  his  hat,  and  with- 
out another  word,  fled  like  a  fugitive  from  the  house. 

On  hearing  Hodgemans  departure,  Mrs.  Dartleton  came  to  the 
parlor  and  looked  in.  In  the  middle  of  the  room,  just  as  he  had 
stood  when  Hodgeman  made  the  fatal  mistake,  was  her  husband. 
Coaxing  up  an  icy  expression  which,  after  an  effort  thawed  itself 
into  something  resembling  a  smile,  Mrs.  Dartleton  said: 

"Won't  you  have  luncheon  with  me  to-day,  dear?" 

Still  Dartleton  stared  before  him.  She  spoke  again.  This  time 
her  voice  was  louder  and  softer. 

"Aren't  you  coming,  dear?" 

Dartleton  looked  toward  the  door.  Everything  came  back  to 
him.  He  gave  one  sigh,  his  grasp  on  the  bottle  relaxed,  and  there 
was  a  crash  of  shivered  glass. 

WILLIAM  ELLISON  HARVEY.— Alpha. 


RAISE  THE  STANDARD  OF  THE  MEDICAL 
PROFESSION. 

Has  the  standard  of  the  medical  profession  apparently  or 
really  decreased  in  the  eyes  of  the  public  ?  If  Ave  consider  the 
esteem  and  reverence  in  which  the  physician  was  held  in  years 
gone  by,  with  the  regard  with  which  he  is  looked  upon  to-day, 
we  must  admit,  that  the  prestige  of  the  medical  profession  has 
greatly  diminished.  While  it  would,  of  course,  not  be  desirable 
to  re-establish,  even  if  it  were  possible,  the  same  or  a  similar 
relation,  between  physician  and  patient,  that  existed  centuries 
ago,  when  the  laity  looked  npon  the  medical  man  as  being  en- 
dowed with  superhuman  knowledge  and  power,  the  lack  of 
confidence  in  the  physician's  curative  and  educational  ability 
is  mnch  to  be  regretted. 

To-day,  as  the  general  public  is  becoming  more  and  more 
educated  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  hygiene  and  medi- 
cine, the  physician  is  mnch  more  liable  to  be  criticised  as  to 
his  methods  of  treatment  as  well  as  his  morals  as  gentleman  and 
gentlewomen,  and  that  frequently  jnstly  so. 

Alas !  there  are  only  too  many  who  fall  below  the  mark. 
What  is  the  reason  and  what  the  remedy  ? 

The  diagnosis  is  easy:  Men  and  women  are  mediocre,  teach- 
ers and  students  are  mediocre,  mediocre  surroundings  and  asso- 
ciations will  breed  mediocre  results.  Not  that  the  faculties 
necessary  could  not  be  developed  in  the  majority  of  students 
and  practitioners,  but  there  is  no  incentive.  Examples  are 
rare,  and  the  exceptions  are  seldom  recognized  for  the  same 
reason,  that  no  more  true  men  and  physicians  are  developed. 
There  must  be  a  noble  trait  in  a  person  to  recognize  the  nobility 
of  motive   in   another. 

The  remedy  is  first  of  all  for  the  medical  teachers,  practi- 
tioners and  students  to  realize  their  shortcomings,  to  perceive 
the  importance  of  their  vocation,  and  to  grasp  the  idea  of  the 
tremendous  influence  they  may  as  individuals  and  as  a  class 
have  upon  the  community. 

No  man  or  woman  will  in  the  course  of  the  performance  of 
their  vocation  come  more  intimately  into  relation  with  their 
clients,  than  the  medical  practitioner.     The  physician  who,  de- 
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serving  or  not  deserving,  is  able  to  inspire  his  patients  with 
confidence  will  find  it  an  easy  task  to  learn  the  patient's  most 
intimate  sentiments  and  through  this  knowledge  control  him 
and  influence  others.  If  physicians  fail  to  do  so,  it  is  because 
they  lack  the  faculty  of  inspiring  confidence ;  and  if  they  are 
able  to  inspire  confidence  it  is  only  in  one  direction,  that  is, 
towards  the  patient's  believing  the  doctor  to  have  sufficient 
knowledge  to  eventually  bring  about  an  alleviation  or  cure  of 
their  physical  ailment,  This,  however,  is  not  sufficient.  For 
the  physician  to  profoundly  influence  his  patients  he  must  know 
and  realize  not  only  their  physical,  but  also  their  mental  at- 
tributes and  defects. 

The  patient  seeing  himself  read  and  known  to  an  extent 
wholly  unexpected,  coupled  with  the  confidence  in  the  doctor, 
will  almost  invariably  confide  his  or  her  most  secret  propensi- 
ties and  accept  and  follow  counsel  with  perfect  confidence. 

To  realize  the  above  and  to  develop  the  faculties  necessary 
to  acquire  such  power,  the  few  simple  thoughts  are  promul- 
gated in  this  short  article. 

The  faculties  most  essential  for  the  development  of  a  thor- 
ough gentleman  and  physician  are  casuality,  self-esteem,  human 
nature  and  conscientiousness,  A  few  words  in  explanation  of 
each : 

Casuality. — While  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  certain  degree  of 
casuality,  it  is  not  essential  to  possess  a  master  mind  in  order 
to  be  a  success  as  a  teacher  or  practitioner.  Some  of  our  most 
learned  and  scientific  men  have  been  the  poorest  teachers  and 
practitioners.  Perhaps  because  they  were  too  deep  for  the  aver- 
age mind.  Generally  speaking  the  best  teachers  and  physicians 
are  those,  who  have  a  broad  knowledge  of  their  subject,  rather 
than  a  very  deep  one,  which  frequently  renders  such  men  nar- 
row and  pedagogical.  This,  1  may  say,  is  frequently  noticed 
among  the  specialists  in  the  medical  profession.  So  even  be 
you  no  Kant,  Hume,  Spinoza,  or  Humbold,  my  friend,  you 
may  still  become  a  potent  factor  in  education  and  evolution. 
Certainly,  the  more  casuality  and  comparison  you  possess,  the 
greater  will  be  your  opportunities  and  the  easier  it  will  be  for 
you  to  advance. 

Self-esteem. — Too  many  opinions  exist  as(  to  the  meaning  of 
this  faculty.     A  few  examples  will  illustrate  it  better.     "Birds 
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of  a  feather  flock  together."  The  man,  who  will  frequently  be 
seen  to  assocaite  with  low  types  of  humanity  in  a  social  way, 
who  will  try  to  get  his  acquaintances  among  friends  made  in 
soloons,  and  who  himself  is  often  seen  to  frequent  like  places ; 
the  man  who  will  expectorate  in  public  places,  who  will  disre- 
gard the  rights  of  others  in  smoking  in  places  where  he  should 
not,  whose  breath  will  emanate  the  smell  of  tobacco  or  whiskey 
to  cause  you  to  turn  your  nose  away  from  him ;  the  man  whose 
general  conduct,  demeanor  and  mien  exhibits  a  lack  of  manner 
;uid  refinement,  will  never  truly  be  successful,  and  his  influence 
as  an  educational  factor  will  only  have  to  be  deplored.  Finan- 
cially, he  may  happen  to  be  more  or  less  prosperous,  but  his 
clients  will  be  of  the  type  a  person  of  refinement  rather  tries 
to  avoid.  The  man  of  perfect  manners  and  conduct  will  soon 
be  known  to  his  fellow-men  and  community. 

Human  Nature. — Perhaps  nothing  influences  the  patient  so 
favorably  upon  coming  in  contact  with  the  physician,  than  the 
latter's  ability  to  discern  the  patient's  proclivity  to  disease,  and 
to  read  his  faculties  and  propensities,  without  the  patient's 
volunteering  any  information  along  that  line.  This,  of  course, 
is  possible  only  by  the  study  of  human  nature,  and  the 
expression  of  mental  and  physical  attributes  and  defects 
in  the  patient's  external  appearance.  Too  little  stress  is  laid 
upon  this  very  important  branch  in  the  study  of  medicine. 
Know  your  patient,  and  you  will  not  only  control  him,  but 
others  through  him.  It  is  the  degree  of  possession  of  human 
nature  by  the  physician  that  renders  him  of  such  vital  impor- 
tance in  the  education  and  development  of  his  patients.  The 
younger  the  patients,  the  more  important  this  power.  Through 
the  patients'  his  influence  may  mean  the  making  or  not  making 
of  a  man  or  woman  not  only  physically,  but  mentally  as  well. 
Seldom  is  the  importance  of  this  realized  to  its  full  extent. 

Conscientiousness. — The  possession  of  this  faculty  is  prob- 
ably the  most  important  one  for  the  actual  and  immediate  suc- 
cess of  the  practitioner.  Without  this  faculty  casuality  will 
not  be  directed  into  the  proper  channels  nor  reap  suitable  re- 
sults. Superficial  knowledge  is  dangerous  to  the  physician's 
success  and  the  patient's  welfare.  Self-esteem  will  become  ar- 
rogance and  conceit.  The  possession  of  human  nature  will 
become  detrimental  to  the  simple-minded  and  unsuspecting  pa- 
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tients,  and  will  be  considered  a  blunt  and  superficial  attribute 
by  the  intellectual  clients.  The  lack  of  conscientiousness  has 
been  the  downfall  of  many  a  well-endowed  man  and  woman. 
The  advice  or  counsel  of  such  a  physician  may  be  occasionally 
asked  even  though  his  lack  of  conscientiousness  be  known,  but 
his  influence  as  man  and  educator  will  be  extremely  limited, 
if  there  be  any  at  all. 

As  the  sanitary  conditions  improve,  the  health  of  the  public 
in  general  increases;  millions  of  patients,  either  treating  them- 
selves or  realizing  the  almost  unlimited  powers  of  suggestion 
turning  to  Christian  science,  mental  science,  and  the  like,  the 
physician,  especially  if  he  keeps  increasing  numerically,  will 
have  to  know  more  than  the  average  physician  knows  to-day; 
that  is  ,if  he  wants  to  be  successful,  he  will  have  to  be  different. 

Will  the  formation  of  such  fraternities  as  the  Sigma  Phi 
Epsilon  assist  in  the  raising  of  the  standard  of  the  medical 
profession,  and  through  it  the  standard  of  the  individual  mem- 
bers of  the  community  ?     Let  us  hope  yes. 

Maxmtlian  Kuznik,  M.  D., 

Beta  Alpha. 


lEbitouals. 


There  i$  a  little  matter  to  which  the  Journal  beg$  to  call  the 
attention  of  every  member  of  thi$  fraternity.  It  i$  with  re- 
luctance that  we  $peak  of  it,  but  $ome  have  $eemingly  allowed 
it  to  $lip  their  mind$.  To  u$  thi$  i$  a  very  important  i$$ue ; 
in  fact,  it'$  nece$$ary  to  our  bu$ine$$.  We  won't  $peak  fur- 
ther on  the  $ubject.  Perhap$  you  have  already  gue$$ed  the 
drift  of  our  remark$. 


On  November  21st  some  of  the  young  women  friends  of  the 
Alpha  Chapter  organized  a  Sisterhood.  The  Alpha  Chapter  is 
very  fortunate  in  having  a  large  number  of  young  women 
friends,  and  feel  proud  of  the  fact  that  their  interest  in  Sigma 
Phi  Epsilon  has  caused  them  to  get  together  in  this  manner. 
The  ceremonies  at  the  first  meeting  were  very  interesting  to  the 
Alpha  brothers  who  assisted.  The  enthusiasm  was  such  as 
would  put  many  chapters  of  the  entire  Greek  letter  world  to 
shame.  After  the  first  meeting,  the  brothers  were  informed 
that  their  services  were  no  longer  needed  at  initiations.  But  to 
assuage  their  wounded  feelings  for  being  thus  turned  out,  Sister 
Ethvl  McCurdv  invited  all  the  brothers,  srirls  and  friends  of 
Sigma  Phi  Epsilon  to  spend  an  evening  with  her.  All  took 
advantage  of  her  hospitality,  and,  assisted  by  three  of  the  other 
sisters,  Miss  Kate  Smith,  Miss  Helen  White,  and  Miss  Bessie 
Ponntree,  she  gave  Alpha  Chapter  an  evening  that  will  be  ever 
held  in  pleasing  remembrance  by  all  who  were  present. 

The  forming  of  this  organization  realizes  one  of  the  ambi- 
tions of  the  original  Alpha  Chapter,  and  has  materialized  sooner 
than  were  our  expectations.  If  the  enthusiasm  which  now  pre- 
vails continues,  nothing  will  be  on  the  impossible  list.  We  have 
hopes  of  much  mutual  good  and  pleasure  as  a  result  of  this 
move. 

Tt  is  the  desire  of  Alpha  that  all  others  chapters  may  be  as 
fortunate  in  the  near  future. 
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The  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Council  will  meet  in  April,  1905. 
It  is  not  too  soon  to  discuss  at  chapter  meetings  just  what  your 
chapter  wishes  to  accomplish  at  that  meeting.  Consider  well 
your  representative.  Send  a  man  that  will  represent  you,  and 
not  one  who  intends  simply  to  vote  as  the  occasion  arises.  Ques- 
tions of  great  importance  to  the  fraternity  at  large,  to  each  chap- 
ter and  to  every  individual  will  come  up,  and  every  chapter 
should  send  a  representative  that  will  take  an  active  part. 


The  treasurer  wishes  to  state  that  bills  are  continually  coming 
in,  and  that  some  are  still  unpaid,  owing  to  the  fact  that  a  num- 
ber of  chapter  assessments  are  still  unpaid.  When  bills  are  not 
paid  as  promised,  the  Grand  Council's  credit  is  impaired.  It 
is  hoped  that  the  delinquents  will  pay  up  at  once,  and  thus  re- 
lieve the  Grand  Council  of  all  embarrassments. 


The  editor  holds  from  Beta  Alpha  a  letter,  which  suggests 
some  much-needed  changes  in  our  constitution.  It  seems  unwise 
to  us  to  print  this  letter  in  the  Journal.  A  copy,  with  our 
criticism  of  it,  will  be  forwarded  to  each  chapter.  We  trust 
that  every  chapter  will  discuss  it  carefully,  and  send  its  views 
to  Beta  Alpha. 


It  is  with  feelings  of  deepest  sympathy  that  we  announce 
to  the  Fraternity  at  large  the  death  of  the  mother  of  Brother  T. 
B.  Webster,  one  of  Sigma  Phi  Epsolon's  most  promising  mem- 
bers. Brother  Webster  is  still  at  Brattleboro,  Vt,  where  he 
went  to  attend  the  funeral  of  his  mother. 


C 

The  editor  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  following  ex- 
changes: Kappa  Alpha  Journal,  Delta  of  Sigma  Nil,  and  the 
Beta  Theta  Pi. 


Chapter  betters. 


ALPHA. 

Richmond  College. 

Meets  every  Saturday  night  in  Hall  on  Campus. 


It  is  with  pleasure  we  introduce  to  the  fraternity  at  large  our 
new  brother,  W.  E.  Sullivan,  of  Kichmond,  Va.  In  him  you 
will  find  the  polished,  refined  type  of  Southern  gentleman,  and 
one  whom  we  believe  Avill  be  of  great  strength  to  the  fraternity, 
not  only  as  an  active  member,  but  also  as  j rater  in  urbe 

Since  our  last  letter  to  the  Journal,  Brother  Mench  has  been 
elected  captain  of  the  football  team  for  '05-'06. 

Football  is  over  for  this  year,  and  everything  is  'now  quiet  on 
the  campus. 

In  the  distance  we  can  see  the  dark  cloud  of  examinations 
hovering  toward  us.  Examinations  will  begin  December  19th, 
ending  on  the  23d,  when  we  shall  emerge  from  our  cyclone 
pits  to  the  glad  time  of  all  the  year — Xmas — a  time  looked 
forward  to  by  every  student  for  rest,  and  the  two  weeks  to 
change  the  scene  from  calculus,  atomic  theories,  Greek  verbs, 
etc. 

Never  before  has  the  outlook  for  the  chapter  been  so  exceed- 
ingly bright.  In  short,  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon  has  come  out 
as  usual  with  her  full  quota  of  college  honors  from  almost  every 
department.  If  the  success  with  which  Alpha  has  begun  the 
new  year  is  any  indication  whatever  of  her  future,  she  need 
have  no  fear  of  failure. 

For  the  first  time  this  year  have  the  sisters  of  Alpha  Chap- 
ter recognized  our  efforts,  and  begun  their  work  in  real  earnest. 
By  their  organizing  themselves  into  a  sisterhood  to  the  chapter, 
they  have  encouraged  the  brothers  to  do  better  work  for  the 
purple  and  red. 

Sister  McCurdy  very  handsomely  entertained  the  "Al- 
phas" at  her  home  on  West  Grace  Street  on  the  evening  of 
December  2d,     At  eleven    o'clock    refreshments    were    served, 
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covers  being  laid  for  twenty-six.  The  dining-room  was 
beautifully  decorated  in  purple  and  red  designs — relative  to  the 
fraternity.  [ 

After  this  enjoyable  soiree  we  bade  our  fair  hostess  good 
night. 

The  Journal  and  a  sisterhood  to  each  chapter  are  the  main 
auxiliaries  to  the  advancement  of  the  fraternity. 

Swell  the  Journal  with  chapter  letters,  articles,  poems  and 
toasts ;  let  the  chapter  see  that  at  least  one  article  accompanies 
each  chapter  letter;  also  see  that  every  alumni  of  his  chapter 
subscribes  to  the  Journal. 

Bring  the  chapters,  together  by  having  the  Journal  filled  with 
news  and  articles,  and  then  awaken  the  brothers  by  having  a 
sisterhood. 

We  were,  indeed,  grieved  to  have  Brother  Webster  leave  us 
ta-day  to  attend  the  funeral  of  his  mother,  who  died  in  Brattle- 
boro,  Vt,  Dec.  6th.  May  God  comfort  him  in  this,  his  time 
of  sore  affliction. 

Wishing  each  brother  of  our  sisters'  chapters  a  Merry  Xmas 
and  a  Happy  and  Prosperous  New  Year,  I  am, 

Clifton  H.  Howell. 


GAMMA. 

Roanoke  College. 


Once  more  Gamma  tekes  pleasure  in  greeting  her  sister  chap- 
ters through  the  magazine. 

We  regret  very  much  that  our  letter  did  not  appear  in  the 
first  issue  of  the  new  session. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  session  of  '04-'05,  the  goat  has 
come  rushing  in  from  the  green  pastures  of  Southwest  Virginia 
at  a  record-breaking  rate  of  speed.  Three  times  has  he  ap- 
peared, and  those  who  were  astride  of  him  were  J.  S.  Simon 
and  L.  S.  Simon,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  H.  C.  Patterson,  of 
North  Carolina,  whom  the  Gamma  introduces  to  the  fraternity 
at  large. 

During  the  first  of  the  session  we  had  the  pleasure  of  having 
with  us  Brother  Howell,  of  Alpha.  While  he  was  here,  the 
Simon  Bros,  were  brought  into  the  mystic  circles  of  Sigma  Phi 
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Epsilon,  and  Brother  Howell  was  master  of  "ceremonies.  Bro- 
ther Howell  also  made  some  very  interesting  and  helpful  talks. 
So  he  made  himself  useful,  as  well  as  ornamenting  the  circle 
with  his  handsome  and  intelligent  face. 

Owing  to  the  first  quarter  examinations,  which  have  just  ended, 
there  has  been  very  little  doing.  But  it  will  not  take  long  for 
the  boys  of  old  Roanoke  College  to  start  the  same  old  spirit 
whic   lievery   college   should   have. 

On  the  Annual  staff  we  are  represented  by  Brother  Davis,  and 
on  the  Collegian  staff  by  Brother  Rinker. 

Brother  Tinsley  has  raised  himself  to  high  distinction.  He  is 
stenographer  for  five  lawyers  in  Roanoke  city,  and  he  assured 
us  the  other  night  that  it  would  not  be  long  before  the  windows 
would  be  decorated  with  his  name.  He  is  envied  by  all  who 
know  him. 

With  best  wishes  for  all  sister  chapters,  and  wishing  all  a 
Merry  Xmas  and  a  Happy  NewT  Year,  I  will  close. 

Fraternally,  F.  C.  Rinker. 


GAMMA  BETA. 

University  of  West  Virginia. 

Meets  every  Thursday  evening,  574  Price  St. 


The  outlook  for  our  chapter  is  much  more  promising  than  it 
was  at  the  beginning  of  the  school  year.  Though  we  are  few  in 
number,  our  weekly  meetings  have  been  very  successful,  frater- 
nally. Our  increase  in  strength  has  not  been  at  all  rapid, 
but  there  have  been  several  obstacles  to  be  met  and  disposed 
of.  ^Besides  lack  of  numbers,  we  have  had  the  usual  fraternity 
fights  in  the  Law  Class  and  in  the  selection  of  officers  in  the 
organizations.  Then  our  school  has  had  a  struggle  between 
the  different  factions  for  the  control  of  athletics,  which  struggle, 
by  the  way,  has  been  productive  of  little  good,  judging  by  our 
recent  foot-ball  record.  What  may  prove  to  be  the  bitterest 
struggle  is  yet  to  come — the  election  of  officers  of  the  W.  V.  U. 
Athletic  Association — but  the  lines  are  not  well  drawn  at  pres- 
ent, and  it  may  be  possible  to  compromise  the  affair.     Last  year 
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Sigma  Phi   Epsilon  held  the  control   of    college  atheletics,  but 
we  have  taken  no  decided  stand  either  way  this  year. 

Our  standing  at  West  Virginia  is  more  like  that  of  an  old 
chapter  than  that  of  a  newly-installed  one.  Brothers  Scott, 
.Nolte,  Allison,  and  Mclntire  were  the  leaders  in  last  year's  Law 
class  fight,  while  we  were  sub  rosa.  The  anti-fraternity  men 
selected  our  men  as  their  candidates  for  class  officers,  and 
elected  them  over  the  regular  fraternity  men.  Naturally,  both 
fraternity  and  anti-fraternity'  me  were  bitter  toward  us  after 
our  appearance  as  a  chapter  of  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon.  The  fight 
for  election  of  officers  was  renewed,  and  ended  in  a  compromise 
which  was  satisfactory  to  all.  Our  leaders  of  last  year  are  no 
longer  here,  but  the  ill  feeling  has  disappeared,  and  we  are 
entirely  satisfied  with  the  standing  we  have  since  attained.  The 
past  struggles  only  make  us  stronger  and  better  able  to  protect 
our  interests  in  any  contest  that  may  occur  in  the  future. 

Brother  W.  E.  Watson  visited  us  twice  this  term,'  and  expects 
to  be  in  school  next  term.  A  letter  from  Brother  W.  H.  Rob- 
inson says  he  will  be  with  us,  also. 

Three  of  our  pledges  will  be  initiated  soon  after  the  begin- 
ning of  the  winter  term.  Other  good  men  are  being  considered. 
The  remainder  of  the  year  is  a  very  favorable  time  for  the  selec- 
tion of  new  men,  as  the  fall  term  examinations  reduces  the 
number  of  new  students  considerably. 

Three  of  our  pledges  were  among  the  very  best  players  on 
the  Preparatory  School  foot-ball  team,  and  we  have  reason  to 
believe  that  we  will  soon  be  represented  on  the  'Varsity  eleven. 
Brother  West  played  on  the  Sophomore  team,  the  interclass 
champions  of  the  University.  Brothers  Conway  and  Campbell 
stood  high  in  the  Law  and  Medical  schools,  respectively,  this 
term. 

Another  fraternity,  Pi  Kappa  Alpha,  has  entered  the  field 
here,  during  the  past  few  weeks,  and  formally  made  itself 
known.  This  latest  addition  to  Greekdom  here  only  makes 
the  seeking  of  new  men  more  vigorous. 

Our  chapter  and  pledges  held  a  smoker  at  the  close  of  this 
term's  work.  Every  one  was  present  and  enjoyed  a  social  chat 
with  each  other  until  the  "wee  sma'  hours."  Plans  were  dis- 
cussed with  a  view  to  our  renting  a  house  for  the  remaining 
two  terms  of  this  year.      Our  committee  has  acted  favorably 
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toward  the  house  plan,  but  our  chief  trouble  is  the  getting  a 
suitable  place  near  the  University. 

With  best  wishes  to  our  sister  chapters,  I  will  close. 

J.  T.  West. 


GAMMA  BETA. 


The  school  year  of  1904-'05  opened  September  21st  with  only 
live  of  last  year's  chapter  roll  in  attendance — Brothers  C.  M. 
Bennett,  M.  J.  Cullinan,  G.  H.  Campbell,  J.  T.  West,  and 
Earle  Conway.  Of  this  small  number,  one — Brother  Culli- 
nan— finished  his  law  course  by  taking  the  October  Bar  Exam- 
ination, and  left  school. 

Brothers  D.  W.  Scott,  A.  G.  Allison,  and  H.  A.  Nolte  fin- 
ished their  work  last  spring,  and,  consequently  were  not  with 
us.  Brother  E.  E.  Mclntire's  remaining  work  is  not  given 
except  in  the  spring  term;  Brother  W.  E.  Watson  will  not  be 
in  school  this  term  because  of  illness,  and  Brother  A.  E.  Nolte 
has  gone  to  Baltimore  to  finish  his  course  at  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  an  affiliated  school  of  West  Virginia 
University. 

We  have  four  good  men  pledged,  however,  two  of  whom  will 
be  qualified  to  enter  into  full  membership  next  term,  and  we 
expect  to  have  some  other  good  men  by  that  time. 

There  are  many  new  men  here  this  term  who  would  probably 
make  desirable  members  of  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon,  but  it  has  been 
Gamma  Beta's  policy  to  be  sure  of  a  man's  worth  before  pledg- 
ing him.  In  one  way  this  plan  may  act  against  us,  as  there 
are  eleven  fraternities  here,  besides  our  own,  some  one  of  which 
may  secure  a  man  whom  we  may  consider  desirable,  before  we 
have  time  to  become  thoroughly  acquainted  with  him.  A  good 
Avon  is  sometimes  lost  in  this  way,  but  in  more  than  one  instance 
our  plan  has  proved  best. 

We  expected  to  have  a  fraternity  house  this  fall,  but  it  is 
impossible  to  do  so,  because  of  our  small  number.  But  we  are 
not  so  inconveniently  situated  as  last  year,  as  all  of  us  room  in 
the  same  part  of  the  city.  Our  plan  may  be  carried  out  yet  this 
year,  for  some  of  our  absent  brothers  will  be  in  school  later, 
and  we  expect  to  be  further  strengthened  by  new  men. 
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We  are  well  represented  in  the  different  University  organiza- 
tions, everything  considered.  Brother  C.  M.  Bennett  is  Cadet 
Captain  of  Company  "B,"  and  Brother  J.  T.  West  holds  the 
same  rank  in  Company  "D,"  and  also  business  manager  of  our 
college  literary  paper,  the  "Monongalian."  Brother  Conway 
is  secretary  of  the  Junior  Law  class. 

Our  officers  are :  G.  H.  Cambell,  C.  M.  Bennett,  E.  L.  Con- 
way, C.  M.  Bennett,  J.  T.  West,  J.  T.  West, 

Fraternally,  in  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon,  J.  T.  West. 


BETA  ALPHA. 

University  of  Illinois. 

Meeting  every  Friday  Night,  290  Park  Ave. 

The  Beta  Alpha  Chapter  takes  great  pleasure  in  extending  a 
warm  greeting  to  her  sister  chapters  of  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon. 
Our  foot-ball  team  has  maintained  a  successful  career  this  sea- 
son as  compared  with  the  gridiron  occasions  of  the  past  four 
years.  We  have  battled  and  conquered  the  fated  eleven  of  the 
Bush  College  of  Medicine,  a  rival  over  which  we  have  long 
fought  for  supremacy.     The  score  was  34  to  0. 

Since  our  last  report,  we  have  initiated  the  following  eight 
new  members:  L.  F.  Smith,  W.  II.  Barr,  F.  E.  Shimer,  G.  A. 
Dean,  W.  V.  Gale,  T.  L.  Higginbotham,  C.  V.  Winsett,  and 
J.  B.  Wiles, 

Brother  Meyers  had  a  cyst  removed  recently,  which  was  loca- 
ted directly  above  the  malar  bone.  We  are  glad  to  report  that 
he  met  with  no  serious  complications  following  the  operation, 
and  that  he  speedily  recovered. 

At  a  recent  meeting  the  following  members  were  elected  to 
office:  L.  W.  Meyers,  W.  V.  Gale,  D.  A.  Harwood,  W.  H.  Barr, 
G.  A.  Dean,  and  W.  B.  Wakefield.  G.   A.  Dean. 


DELTA  BETA. 

Jefferson  Medical  College. 

An  apology  is  due  for  the  non-appearance  of  our  quarterly 
letter  in  the  October  issue  of  the  Journal.  Our  college  opens 
late,  and  not  many  of  our  brothers  returned.     Even  later  it  was 
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impossible  to  hold  a  regular  meeting  and  to  get  data  enough  for 
an  article  such  as  the  Journal  needs,  and  should  have.  In  the 
future  our  effort  will  be  to  do  our  utmost  to  have  a  letter  out  on 
time,  for  we  at  all  times  wish  to  bear  our  share  of  the 
burden  in  all  fraternities'  matters,  and  especially  with  the  Edi- 
tor's, whose  care  we  know  are  not  of  the  smallest. 

Our  college  being  a  purely  medical  one,  and  lacking  college 
life,  there  is  not  the  ''hustle  and  bustle,"  "get  up  and  go"  spirit 
that  is  felt  in  the  academic  school. 

This  pertains  to  fraternity  matters  as  well  as  others.  Our 
work  is  such  that  it  is  out  of  the  question  for  the  fellows  to 
assemble  together  and  enjoy  the  close  friendship  that  brothers  in 
the  same  fraternity  should.  Our  feelings  toward  each  other  and 
to  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon  are  of  the  best,  but  our  ability  to  show 
them  and  to  do  much  for  each  other  is  limited  to  a  great  degree. 
Of  course,  all  would  be  changed  if  it  were  possible  for  us  to  be 
together  after  college  hours — in  the  same  house  for  our  meals 
and  hours  of  relaxation.  If  we  could  be  together  as  one  large 
and  happy  family,  I  know  our  fraternal  love  would  be  the 
greater,  and  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon  would  be  the  gainer.  It  is  an 
advantage  to  stick  close  by  each  other.  It  imports  a  feeling  of 
strength  to  the  outsider,  and  causes  him  to  look  upon  the  organ- 
ization with  esteem  and  begin  to  wish  he  were  one  of  its  mem- 
bers. 

We  have  discussed  the  house  problem  over  and  over,  but  the 
only  conclusion  we  can  arrive  at  is  that  it  is  a  thing  of  the 
future. 

Our  efforts  at  present  tend  toward  choosing  men  who,  in 
our  judgment,  now  and  in  after  life,  will  reflect  credit  on 
Sigma  Phi  Epsilon.  And  so,  from  the  beginning  of  our  college 
year,  we  have  done  much  toward  getting  good  men.  We  do 
not  want  large  numbers.  So  we  go  slowly  forward ;  for  every 
good  man  we  take  in  we  turn    away  a  dozen. 

At  our  first  meeting  of  the  year,  which  was  attended  by 
Brother  William  L.  Phillips,  of  the  Alpha  Chapter,  we  initiated 
H.  O.  Jones  into  the  mysteries  of  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon.  Brother 
Jones  is  an  uncommonly  good  fellow,  and  is  certainly  a  favorite 
with  the  ladies.  To  prove  the  wisdom  of  our  choice,  Brother 
Jones  has  been  one  of  our  heartiest  workers.  All  our  gather- 
ings are  held  at  our  rooms  on  north  Broad  Street,  corner  Vine, 


5  2  The  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon  Journal. 

which  are  well  adapted  to  the  purpose,  being  well  out  of  shot 
of  all  other  things. 

On  the  19th  of  November  we  held  a  joint  smoker  with  the 
Delta  Delta  Chapter  of  University  of  Pennsylvania.  'Twas 
the  night  of  our  greatest  foot-ball  game  of  the  season  against 
the  Medico-Chiurgical  College,  of  Philadelphia.  Perhaps  it 
was  because  of  our  victory  of  a  score  of  6  to  0  we  started  with 
a  jolly  mood  early  in  the  evening.  At  any  rate,  members  of 
both  chapters  together  with  guests  whom  each  man  had  taken 
pains  to  bring,  began  to  arrive  in  good  time.  Our  guests  were 
all  men  whom  we  had  in  mind  for  membership  should  they  turn 
out  all  O.  K.  The  early  part  of  the  evening  was  spent  in  remi- 
niscences, anecdotes,  music  and  songs  appropriate  to  both  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  and  Jefferson.  The  Committee  on 
Arrangements  had  provided  a  most  enjoyable  repart  which  all 
of  us  worked  our  way  into.  The  rapidity  with  which  that  table 
was  relieved  of  its  weight  would  make  you  think  that  some  of 
the  boys  had  been  in  training  for  the  event.  A  layout  such  as 
this  appeals  to  us  unlucky  chaps  who  live  in  boarding-houses. 

The  remainder  of  the  evening  was  passed  with  cigars  and 
bright  remarks  by  all  present.  After  a  most  enjoyable  evening, 
we  all  went  our  different  ways. 

On  the  night  of  December  3d  we  brought  A.  W.  Johnson  into 
our  fold.  Brother  Johnson  is  a  member  of  the  Sophomore 
class,  and  is  that  type  of  man  which  will  do  earnest  wTork  for 
Sigma  Phi  Epsilon  when  we  are  gone. 

It  is  wTith  gratification  we  look  back  a  year  and  note  the  result 
of  the  work  by  our  brothers  who  left  us  last  year.  Out  of  a  pos- 
sible twenty-three  prizes  members  of  our  Fraternity  captured 
eight. 

Brother  G.  W.  Schindwein  carried  off  the  greatest  honors,  in- 
cluding the  Henry  M.  Phillips  Prize  of  $75  for  the  most  worthy 
work  in  Surgery;  the  Clinical  Pediatrics  Prize  of  $25  for  best 
report  of  Clinics ;  the  Alumni  Prize,  a  medal  for  best  average  of 

entire  term ;  the  W.  B.  Saunders  Prize  of  twenty-three  volumes 
for  the  best  General  Examination. 

Brother  J.  P.  Mervine  got  the  Clinical  Ophthalmology  Prize 
of  $25,  and  the  Clinical  laryngology  Prize  Essay.  . 

Brother  J.  P.  Donahue  the  Clinical  Laryngology  Prize. 
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Brother  W.  C.  Hensyl,  a  prize  of  $25  for  best  examination  in 
gastro-urinary  surgery. 

Of  the  last  year's  graduates,  Brother  Buckingham  is  at  the 
Cooper  Hospital  in  Camden,  X.  J.  Brothers  Schlindwein  and 
Donahue  are  at  St.  Joseph's  Hospital,  in  Philadelphia.  Broth- 
ers Mervine  and  Hensyl  are  at  Williamsport  Hospital.  Broth- 
er Barsumian  is  at  Lancaster  General  Hospital.  Brother  F. 
Keagy  is  at  Altoona  Hospital.  Brother  T.  J.  Kakey  is  at  West 
Pennsylvania  Hospital. 

As  for  the  others,  it  is  impossible  to  give  at  this  writing  the 
hospital  at  which  they  are  serving. 

Our  roll-call  is  as  follows:  Brothers  Wm.  B.  Shick,  F.  O. 
Oder,  F.  T.  M.  Donnelly,  G.  Sonneborn,  E.  A.  Eichman,  J.  F. 
Gorman,  Frank  M.  Coyne,  Victor  E.  Bonelli,  J.  J.  Wiley,  E. 
B.  Miller,  W.  J.  F.  McCullough,  J.  O.  Hogue,  P.  B.  Larimer, 
H.  O.  Jones,  and  A.  W.   Johnson. 

Fraternally  yours,  Feed  O.  Eldek. 


DELTA  GAMMA. 

"Western  University  of  Pennsylvania. 

We  of  the  Delta  Gamma  Chapter  extend  our  greetings.  This 
is  our  first  privilege  this  year  of  holding  communication  with 
our  brothers  through  this  "happy  medium,"  the  Journal.  We 
are  in  receipt  of  the  latest  Journal,  all  of  which  we  enjoyed. 
While  not  so  large  as  previously,  its  worth  was  not  diminished 
in  the  least.  It  is  thought  in  our  chapter  that  the  Editor  or 
the  Journal  is  deserving  of  much  credit  for  its  spiciness  and 
arrangement. 

As  our  college  session  did  not  commence  until  the  first  week 
in  October,  it  was  impossible  for  our  October  letter  to  be  in  the 
last  Journal. 

1  am  glad  to  state  that  everything  is  traveling  with  a  remark- 
able degree  of  smoothness.  It  is  true  that  some  bumps  and 
ruts  appear  to  us  with  each  day's  return,  but  by  personal  appli- 
cation they  are  passed  over  with  little  damage  to  our  mental 
equillibrium,  and  in  the  end  serve  to  strengthen  us  for  their 
next  return. 
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The  University  is  enjoying  great  prosperity;  everything  is 
booming.  The  Freshman  class  is  exceptionally  large,  being 
nearly  one  hundred  and  twenty  in  our  department  alone. 

In  all  this  prosperity  it  is  well  to  state  that  Sigma  Phi 
Epsilon  is  in  the  front  ranks.  To  it  has  fallen  a  good  share 
of  honors.  In  the  class  elections  Brother  G.  M.  Noonan  was 
elected  to  the  vice-presidency  of  the  Junior  Class,  as  was  Brother 
J.  E.  Daly  of  the  Freshman  Class;  while  your  humble  servant 
was  elected  to  the  secretaryship  in  the  Sophomore  Class.  This 
is  getting  our  share  of  the  good  things,  seeing  that  there  is  but 
seven  of  us,  and  our  second  year  as  an  organized  chapter. 

We  were  very  much  weakened  at  the  beginning  of  this  ses- 
sion by  the  loss  of  three  of  our  best  members,  Brothers  Logan, 
Dible  and  Lynch.  We  soon  set  to  work,  however,  and  secured 
nice  quarters  for  the  year.  Things  soon  were  arranged,  and 
we  started  to  seek  new  members.  The  Ereshman  Class  affords 
much  excellent  material,  but  we  are  not  taking  any  risks  by 
being  too  hasty  in  our  selection  of  members.  This  action 
should  be  done  only  after  earnest  thought  and  careful  delibera- 
tion. 

We  held  an  initiation  in  our  rooms  a  short  time  ago.  Bro- 
thers O' Sullivan  and  Rankin  were  taken  in.  They  survived  the 
ordeal  in  a  fairly  good  state,  although  the  "royal  bumper"  had 
been  kept  on  a  strict  diet  and  in  close  confinement  for  some 
time.  We  have  a  number  of  students  that  have  been  proposed, 
but  we  have  not  taken  definite  action  as  yet. 

We  want  to  call  the  attention  of  our  brothers  to  the  fine  foot- 
ball team  representing  our  university.  It  played  a  remarkably 
fine  game  all  season,  scoring  nearly  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  points  to  their  opponents'  five.  Brother  O' Sullivan  was  a 
regular  sub.  on  the  'Varsity  team.  He  is  a  great  kicker,  often 
kicking  goal  from  the  middle  of  the  field. 

This  is  a  time  of  "plugging"  and  burning  of  the  midnight 
oil,  for  the  December  exams,  are  about  here,  and  to  which  we 
hope  to  do  full  justice. 

In  conclusion,  we  wish  to  say  that  we  are  expecting  greater 
things — things  that  will  redound  to  the  honor  of  our  chapter  and 
to  the  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon  at  large.  The  entire  chapter  extends 
its  best  wishes  to  every  brother. 

Fraternally  yours,  A.  Veen"on  Hicks. 


DELTA  DELTA. 

University  of  Pennsylvania. 

Since  our  last  letter,  the  monotony  of  our  existence  has  been 
interrupted  by  several  social  events,  and  with  the  greatest  pleas- 
ure do  I  refer  to  our  "smoker"  held  with  the  Delta  Beta  Chap- 
ter last  month.  It  was,  indeed,  a  very  pleasant  event,  and  the 
decided  victory  which  the  Jefferson  boys  had  just  won  over  the 
Medico  Chi  team  in  foot-ball  tended  to  intensify  the  gaiety 
and  enthusiasm  characteristic  of  the  Delta  Beta  men  on  all  oc- 
casions. The  affair  was  held  on  a  Saturday  night,  and  was  at- 
tended by  nearly  all  the  members  of  both  chapters,  besides 
many  guests.  Among  the  latter  were  several  members  of  the 
Jefferson  Faculty,  and,  instead  of  checking  our  revelry  by  the 
dignity  of  their  positions  ,they  became  "boys  again,  just  for  to- 
night," and  added  greatly  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  evening,  and 
the  success  of  the  affair.  Only  when  midnight  was  sounded 
did  we  repair  to  our  respective  couches,  in  the  orderly  manner 
so  peculiar  to  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon  men. 

The  question  of  acquiring  a  suitable  home  is  now,  as  before, 
engaging  our  attention,  and  we  hope  to  have  reached  a  decision 
in  the  matter  before  January  1st.  Seven  houses  have  been  con- 
sidered, but  none  seemed  entirely  satisfactory.  We  have  been 
trying  to  induce  Brother  O'Brien  (who  enjoys  the  distinction 
of  being  the  youngest  school  director  in  Philadelphia)  to  pre- 
sent the  chapter  with  one  of  his  school  houses.  Of  course,  such 
a  procedure  would  throw  many  of  the  lady  teachers  out  of 
employment,  and  this  fact  doubtless  prevents  his  prompt  com- 
pliance. 

The  new  gymnasium  recently  erected  at  "Penn"  was  dedi- 
cated, or,  rather,  formally  opened  last  week,  and  already  the 
various  classes  have  been  started.  Brother  Williams,  who  was 
on  the  old  gymnasium  team,  has  again  taken  up  the  work. 

Our  membership  has  been  increased  by  the  acceptance  of  Mr. 
George  Lawrence,  President  of  the  Junior  Class  in  the  Medical 
School,  and  captain  of  the  'Varsity  basket-ball  team,  associated 
with  him  is  Brother  Krinkle.  These  brothers  are  the  only  old 
players  on  the  team,  and  consequently  forms  the  nucleus  of  what 
promises  to  be  a  winner. 
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Next  week  the  Christmas  recess  begins,  and,  naturally,  our 
thoughts  are  turned  in  that  direction.  It  is  our  hope  that  all 
the  brothers  everywhere,  will  have  a  merry  Christmas  and  both 
a  successful  and  prosperous  New  Year.     I  am, 

Yours  fraternally,  J.  DeWitt  Kerr. 


EPSILON  ALPHA* 

University  of  Colorado. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  send  the  news  of  our  progress 
since  our  last  letter  to  the  sister  chapters  of  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon. 
it  has  been  some  time  since  our  last  letter  was  sent,  and  much 
good  work  has  been  done  here,  of  which  we  are  exceedingly 
proud. 

Many  "frats"  who  have  lain  dormant  for  years  have  been 
organized  here.  At  the  last  meetings  of  last  year  we  decided 
that  to  work  and  live  as  a  fraternity,  under  any  but  well-nigh 
hopeless  condition,  we  must  have  a  house.  We  elected  as  man- 
ager Brother  H.  E.  Murdock,  a  highly  efficient  man,  graced 
with  much  amount  of  common-sense,  and  gave  him  full  charge  of 
matters  Accordingly,  when  we  arrived  at  school  this  fall,  we 
found  we  had  a  home  awaiting  us.  We  send  herewith  a  photo 
of  the  house,  the  work  of  Brother  A.  J.  Strong,  now  graduated, 
but  who  paid  us  a  visit  this  fall.  It  has  been  rather  a  hard 
pull,  but  we  now  have  a  house  close  to  the  campus,  where  nine 
of  our  number  live  and  eleven  of  us  board.  We  hope  to  increase 
the  size  of  our  table,  thus  giving  the  cook  a  "better  show,"  as 
one  of  number  said  to-day. 

Let  us  hope  it  ever  will  be  so,  and  the  high  qualitv  of  our 
members  will  not  degenerate,  as  so  many  other  "frats"  have 
done.  Eraternallv,  H.  E.  Sovereign. 


EPSILON  ALPHA. 

The  Epsilon  Alpha  Chapter  has  been  particularly  fortunate 
this  year  in  the  choice  of  new  members.  We  feel  justly  proud 
of  the  splendid  progress  we  are  making,  and  have  every  reason 
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to  believe  that  we  are  obtaining  the  finest  men  in  our  Univer- 
sity for  membership.  For  the  benefit  of  the  Journal  we  give 
below  a  complete  list  of  members  since  organization  last  year, 
names  appearing  in  order  of  admission  into  the  fraternity. 

Charter  members:  Harry  Irwin,  John  Irwin,  Luke  H. 
Sperry,  Worth  L.  Wiswall,  Harvey  E.  Murdock,  George  W. 
Rinks,  Alvin  J.  Forbes,  John  W.  Rummage,  William  David 
Craig,  Fred.  Hutton  Proger. 

Members :  Francis  J.  Knauss,  Arthur  E.  Healey,  John  New- 
ton Miller,  Roger  D.  Knight,  Arthur  J.  Strong,  Harry  E. 
Sovereign,  Morris  M.  Green,  John  L.  Cozzens,  Eugene  Allen, 
Harry  H.  Heaton,  A.  Glenn  Hoskins,  Ralph  B.  Stitzer,  Elmore 
G.  McAdams,  Hill,  Rice. 

Of  our  charter  members  we  have  lost  through  graduation 
Harry  Irwin,  who  is  now  practicing  medicine  at  St.  Joseph's 
Hospital,  in  Denver.  Mr.  Miller  and  Arthur  Strong  are  grad- 
uates of  the  School  of  Engineering.  Mr.  Miller  is  making  com- 
mendable progress  under  the  tutelege  of  the  Westitighouse 
Company  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.  Arthur  Healey  has  just  been 
elected  Republican  representative  to  the  Legislature  from  this, 
Boulder  county.  Mr.  Green  has  been  made  constructing  engi- 
neer and  manager  of  an  immense  power  plant  to  be  erected  at 
Niagara  Falls,  New  York.  George  Rienks  has  married,  and 
is  not  in  school  this  year.  Brother  Craig  will  be  back  with  us 
Murdock  is  an  assistant  in  algebra.  Fred  Kroeger  is  taking  post 
graduate  work  in  engineering  and  teaching  advanced  laboratory 
work.  Worth  Wiswall  has  been  appointed  local  editor  of  our 
college  weekly,  and  is  president  of  the  Junior  class  of  the  col- 
lege department.  Glenn  Hoskins  is  leader  of  this  year's  mando- 
lin club.  Francis  Knauss  is  correspondent  of  the  Daily  News 
of  Denver.  Luke  Sperry  has  just  passed  the  examination  for 
deputy  mineral  surveyor  in  Denver.  Brother  Rummage  is  one 
of  our  most  persistent  students,  having  successfully  carried  two 
full  year's  law  work  in  one  school  year. 

From  the  brief  facts  above,  you  may  gather  what  we  are  doing 
in  our  Epsilon  Alpha  Chapter.  We  have  a  triple  standard  of 
scholarship,  fellowship  and  character,  and  we  judge  all  appli- 
cants by  these  tests.  We  have  a  nice  new  home,  1083  14th 
street,  have  bought  much  furniture,  and  are  rapidly  becoming 
a  permanent  and  harmoniously  operating  body. 
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We  extend  to  our  sisters  chapters  our  warmest  regards  of  true 
friendship,  and  feel  confident  that  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon,  of  ne- 
cessity, must  soon  take  her  rightful  place  among  the  leading 
fraternities  of  the  nation.  We  anxiously  await  the  next  issue 
of  the  Journal  to  learn  of  the  progress  and  prospects  of  our 
friends  in  the  East  and  South.  Worth  Wis  wall. 


DELTA* 

William  and  Mary  College. 

Meets  every  Saturday  night,  Hall  on  Duke  of  Gloucester  St. 

Eor  the  second  time  in  our  history  as  a  fraternity,  it  gives 
the  Delta  Chapter  pleasure  to  greet  her  sirter  chapters  of  Sigma 
Phi  Epsilon  through  the  Journal. 

The  past  two  months  of  college  life  have  been  passed  v^ry 
pleasantly,  and  now  we  stand  face  to  face  with  the  "trying 
times,"  our  December  examinations. 

The  work  of  our  chapter  has  been  most  gratifying.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  session  every  man  was  puzzled  as  to  where  we 
should  get  a  hall,  but,  knowing  what  we  wanted  and  about 
where  we  wanted  it  to  be,  and  also  knowing  that  the  efforts  of 
every  earnest  worker  has  always  been  crowned  with  success,  we 
pushed  forward  to  the  goal,  and  to-day  we  are  proud  to  say  that 
our  hall  is  the  pride  of  our  chapter.  Not  satisfied  with  an 
empty  hall,  every  member  went  to  work  to  make  it  as  attractive 
and  inviting  as  possible.  )  Realizing  that  we  in  ourselves  were 
helpless  creatures  in  furnishing  a  hall  as  it  should  be  furnished, 
we  called  on  our  young  women  friends  for  help.  One  sister 
seeing  our  earnestness,  and  realizing  our  needs,  very  promptly 
responded,  and  presented  each  member  with  a  very  handsome 
sofa  pillow.  We  are  in  hopes  others  will  soon  follow  her  ex- 
ample. The  Avails  of  our  hall  are  yet  a  little  bare,  but  we  hope 
in  the  near  future  to  exchange  college  pennants  and  chapter 
photographs  with  each  of  our  sister  chapters. 

We  don't  like  to  boast,  but  we  cannot  help  but  feel  proud  of 
our  college  football  team  this  year.  We  are  also  proud  of  our 
representative  on  the  team,  Brother  Barber.  "The  baby" 
crowned  himself  with  glory  time   and  time   again. 

On  November  5th  we  had  the  pleasure  of  having  with  us 
Brothers  R  E.  Oliver,  W.  L.  Phillips,  J.  B.  Webster,  E.  W. 
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Hudgins,  C.  W.  Dickerson,  G.  L.  Doughty  and  H.  A.  Mench,  of 
Alpha  Chapter,  and  Brother  F.  R   Smithy,  of  Beta  Chapter. 

These  brothers  came  to  see  the  football  game,  and,  of  course, 
they  felt  sad  to  return  to  Richmond  College,  defeated.  We  en- 
joyed very  much  being  honored  with  their  presence.  Our  only 
regret  is  that  they  did  not  tarry  with  us  longer,  so  that  we 
might  become  better  acquainted.  We  hope  that  they  will  soon 
repeat  the  visit. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  student  body  to  arrange  for  getting 
out  an  annual  and  present  to  the  public  their  history,  Dr.  Bruce 
Payne  made  a  very  enthusiastic  speech  in  behalf  of  the  an- 
nual. 

At  the  election  of  officers,  which  followed,  Brother  Gossman 
was  elected  Literary  Editor,  and  Brother  Turnipseed  was  elected 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  Editor. 

The  Senior  Class  elected  Brother  Gossman  class  poet.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  Brother  Gossman  was  awarded  the 
poet's  medal  last  session  for  writing  the  best  poem  that  was  pub- 
lished in  William  and  Mary  Literary  Magazine.  Brother  Syd- 
nor  was  elected  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  class. 

At  the  election  of  officers  of  the  Junior  Class,  Brother  Warri- 
ner  was  elected  secretary,  and  the  Freshman  elected  Brother 
Flannagan  president. 

The  Delta's  "goat,"  after  a  hard  struggle,  broke  the  old  rope 
which  has  so  tightly  held  her,  and  butted  Mr.  Chas.  F.  James 
into  the  land  of  fraternity.  We  are  very  proud  of  our  new 
Brother,  and  only  wish  that  every  member  of  Sigma  Phi  Epsi- 
lon  knew  him  as  well  as  we  do. 

The  interest  and  love  for  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon,  which  our  mem- 
bers have  shown  so  far  this  session,  has  been  very  encouraging. 
I  hope  and  trust  that  the  love  will  ever  be  cherished  which  has 
been  started. 

Tn  conclusion,  I  wish  to  say  that  our  prospects  are  brighter 
than  we  had  ever  expected,  and  I  hope  to  report  some  good 
work  in  the  next  issue. 

With  best  wishes  to  all  sister  chapters,  I  remain, 

Yours  fraternally,  C.  W.  Sydnok. 


ZETA  ALPHA. 

This  is  the  first  time  that  it  has  been  the  pleasure  of  Zeta  Alpha 
to  greet  our  brothers  through  the  medium  of  the  Journal.  Our 
Chapter,  though  it  is  one  of  the  youngest  in  the  fraternity,  yet  we 
hope  it  is  one  of  the  best  and  strongest.  Brother  Philips  organ- 
ized and  initiated  us  into  the  mysteries  of  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon 
late  last  session  when  we  numbered  five  men;  now  we  number 
nine.  And  we  hope  that  we  are  worthy  brothers — men  who  de- 
serve to  be  called  brothers  in  the  full  meaning  of  the  word. 

While  as  yet  we  have  no  Chapter  house,  yet  any  brother  visit- 
ing our  city  and  University  will  find  a  warm  welcome  awaiting 
him.  We  hope  to  secure,  at  an  early  date,  suitable  quarters,  where 
we  can  entertain  as  becomes  the  fraternity  any  visiting  brothers. 

As  only  a  few  of  our  brothers  know  anything  of  us,  and  of  our 
stand  among  our  fellow-students,  we  will  state  that  together,  our 
Chapter  holds  the  following  offices :  Editor-in-Chief  of  the  Col- 
lege Annual,  Editor-in-Chief  of  the  College  Magazine,  and  two 
literary  editors  of  the  same ;  Senior  Editor  of  the  Annual ;  Senior 
Class  President ;  Vice-President  Senior  Class ;  President  Sopho- 
more Class;  President  of  one  literary  society  and  Vice-President 
of  the  other;  manager  of  foot-ball  team  and  two  members  of  the 
'Varsity.  Some  of  our  members  have  won  a  few  of  the  most 
highly  prized  medals  and  distinctions  in  college,  and  while  your 
correspondent  dislikes  to  toot  the  horn  of  his  own  Chapter,  yet  he 
does  not  think  he  exaggerates  when  he  says  that  Zeta  Alpha  is  by 
far  the  strongest  organization,  politically  and  otherwise,  in  our 
college. 

At  present  we  are  under  the  "bars,"  but  we  hope  at  an  early 
date  to  have  them  removed.  When  this  is  done,  W3  hope  that 
Sigma  Phi  Epsilon  may  shine  out  in  all  her  glory  and  may  be 
taken  at  her  full  worth,  admired  and  praised  of  many  men. 

We  do  hope  that  every  man  in  every  Chapter  will  use  his  very 
best  efforts  to  enlarge  and  increase  the  number  of  Chapters  in 
the  fraternity,  thus  helping  himself  and  the  fraternity  at  the  same 
time. 

Brother  Philips'  work  is  a  noble  one,  and  he  needs  all  the  as- 
sistance that  we  can  give  him.  His  example  is  worthy  of  all 
praise  and  emulation. 

With  best  wishes  for  a  merry  Christmas  and  a  happy  New  Year, 
I  am  Fraternally, 

Chapter  Correspondent. 
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